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Under the Fig Tree -

Memorial Day is a federal holiday in the
United States, observed on the last Monday
of May, dedicated to honoring and
mourning U.S. military personnel who have
died while serving in the armed forces. It's a
day for reflection and remembrance of those
who made the ultimate sacrifice.

ORIGIN AND HISTORY:

e Originally Called Decoration Day:
Memorial Day began as "Decoration
Day" in the aftermath of the
American Civil War, which claimed
more lives than any other American
conflict. Both Union and
Confederate soldiers' graves were
decorated with flowers.

e First Observances:

o Many communities claim early
observances. Waterloo, New
York, is often cited as the
birthplace of Memorial Day,
holding a formal observance on
May 5, 1866.

o A significant early observance
occurred on May 1, 1865, in
Charleston, South Carolina,
where as many as 10,000 freed
slaves and Union supporters
held a parade and dedicated the
graves of Union soldiers who
died in a Confederate prison.

e Formalization: General John A.
Logan, commander-in-chief of the
Grand Army of the Republic (an
organization of Union veterans),
issued a "Memorial Day Order" in
1868, calling for a nationwide day of
remembrance on May 30th to
decorate the graves of fallen soldiers.

 Evolution to Memorial Day: The
observance gradually became known
as Memorial Day and expanded to

honor all U.S. service members who -__

died in any war or military action.

Federal Holiday: In 1971, Congress
officially declared Memorial Day a
national holiday, shifting its
observance to the last Monday in
May to create a three-day weekend.

PURPOSE OF MEMORIAL DAY:
e Honoring Fallen Heroes: The

primary purpose is to mourn and
honor deceased service men and
women. It is a solemn day to
remember their valor, express
gratitude for their sacrifice, and
appreciate the freedoms we enjoy
because of their service.

Reflection and Remembrance: It's
a time for Americans to reflect on the
cost of freedom and the sacrifices
made to protect the nation's ideals.

TRADITIONS AND CUSTOMS:

e Visiting Cemeteries and

Memorials: Many people visit
national and local cemeteries to
place flags, flowers, or other tributes
on the graves of fallen service
members.

National Moment of
Remembrance: At 3:00 p.m. local
time on Memorial Day, Americans
are encouraged to pause for one
minute of silence to remember and
honor the fallen.

Flying the American Flag: The U.S.
flag is traditionally flown at half-
staff from sunrise until noon, and
then raised to full-staff until sunset.

Parades and Memorial Services:
Many communities hold parades,
wreath-laying ceremonies, and

memorial services to honor those
who died in service.

Worship
May 25, 2025

Call to Worship
Praise Song- “Always”
Prayer & Lord’s Prayer

Scripture: Acts 9:36-42
Sermon: Finding Faith in the
Unexpected

Pastor Lew Champ

Worship Song- “The Lord’s
Prayer”

Intercessory Prayers

Eucharist Song- “Love Me Like I
Am,7

Elder’s Prayer

Words of Institution
Distribution of the Elements
Doxology

Departing Song- “Death Was

Arrested”

Blessing




Lectionary
Readings

May 25, 2025

Acts 16:9-15

Psalm 67

Revelation 21:10, 22-22:5
John 14:23-29 OR

John 5:1-9

This Sunday,
May 25

Scripture: Acts 9:36-42
Sermon: Finding Faith in
the Unexpected

Pastor Lew Champ

Prayer
Intercessors
Meet every
Sunday morning
at 9:00 am

NEW CONCERNS -

Gene Uhler had a knee replaced back on 4/21.
He is home now.

Lynn Lovell is doing much better with his
knees.

Gary Mix is failing, fighting his cancer.

Stephen May still has a lot of recovering to do
from pneumonia and heart attack. He gets
around with help from his scooter, but still
needs a lot of rest and is taking heart strength-
ening sessions. Julie & Sam were able to go
visit them and they send their greetings to all!

Pat McReynolds' sister, had a knee replace-
ment on 5/19.

Lew Champ will be starting chemo treatment
then some radiation, as they believe there is
still some cancer around the edges of where
the tumor was.

CANCER -

Jeanne Klemt, Grace Dixon, Alizar Chavez
Mendoza, Lew Champ, Darren Campbell,
Kelley McBride-Hartman, Keith Hobson,
Gary Mix, Kyle Bean, Phyllis McBride,
Dean Meharg, Randy Richards

DEMENTIA & ALZHFIMER’S -
Please pray for everyone who is dealing with
declining memory and Alzheimer’s.

OUR CHURCH -

Pray for the transition team, elders, and all
those who will be guiding our church into the
next phase of her life.

[OY —

Marsha’s tests came back clear!!

Elton Leckler was able to join us on Sunday!
Lew & Linda were able to join us on Sunday!
Rex Christopher is back from his adventures!

Julia Chen Chou does not need to have sur-
gery again on her elbow and she has gains a lot
of movement! Julia will be attending a Chinese
conference at RM YMCA in Estes!

CONTINUING PRAYERS -
Ceri Russell
Darren Campbell
Christa Barber
Eric & Erin Lovell
Adrian Rodriguez
Leo Sonnenberg
Tom Helbert
Tracey & Bobby
Dee Holland
Mike Bowers
Carol Graybhill
Adrianna
Maxine McFarland
Carole Wohlers
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REMEMBER & HONOR

W

SERVING SCHEDULE

Date Usher
May 25 Della Williams
June 1 Wanda Vallejos

Preparing Elder
Deacon
Peni Carson Lynn Lovell

Julie Sonnenberg Sam Sonnenberg



First Christian

e Gratitude for Freedom: Christians
often express gratitude for the freedoms
enjoyed in the United States, seeing
them as a blessing from God, and Church
acknowledging that these freedoms
were secured through the sacrifice of 41 Mission—To make more
others. This gratitude naturally extends 4 better Christians for the
to those honored on Memorial Day. sake of the world.

3. PATRIOTISM AND CHRISTIAN DUTY:

e Love of Country: Many Christians
believe that a healthy patriotism, one
that doesn't idolize the nation but
appreciates its good aspects and the
freedoms it provides, is compatible
with their faith. They see it as a civic
duty to honor those who defended their
nation.

e Wearing Red Poppies: Inspired by the
WWI poem 'In Flanders Fields,'
wearing a red poppy symbolizes
remembrance and sacrifice. Donations
for poppies often go to support veterans
and their families.

e Family Gatherings: While Memorial
Day is a somber day of remembrance, it
has also become the unofficial start of
summer, often marked by family
gatherings, barbecues, and other leisure
activities. It's important to remember
the true meaning of the day amidst
these celebrations.

KEY DISTINCTION (often confused):

e Memorial Day vs. Veterans Day:
Memorial Day honors those who died

Our Vision—We seek to be a
faithful Christian community
with a deep love for God and
others.

in service, while Veterans Day (Nov. 11)
celebrates the service of all U.S. military
veterans, living or deceased.

e Romans 13:1-7 (Submission to
Governing Authorities): This passage
speaks about respecting and obeying

governing authorities, as they are 5/28 Chelsea Champ-
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between it and Christianity, often explored
by individuals and churches. e Prayer for the Nation and its Leaders:
Here's how they connect: Many churches and individual

1. SHARED THEMES OF SACRIFICE AND Christians use Memorial Day as an
LOVE: opportunity to pray for the nation, its

) ( love b leaders, and for peace, as well as for the
¢ John 15:13 ("Greater love has no one families of the fallen and those
than this, that someone lay down his currently serving.
life for his friends."): This verse is )
frequently cited by Christians on CONSIDERATIONS AND NUANCES:

Memorial Day. It directly connects the e Avoiding "Civil Religion": As

5/29 Leo Sonnenberg

HAPPY
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selfless act of soldiers dying for their

Christian we must not blur the lines

country with the ultimate sacrifice of between faith and patriotism too much, = 5/31 Marv & Pam
Jesus Christ on the cross for humanity. ensuring that nationalistic sentiments :
This parallel emphasizes the profound don't overshadow the worship of God. Ferdig
love and selflessness inherent in both. The primary allegiance of Christians is
Martyrdom: The concept of military to GOd s Kingdom, not to any earthly
personnel giving their lives for a cause hation.
resonates with the Christian Focus on Jesus: Ultimately, for
understanding of martyrdom, where Christians, any observance, including
individuals die for their faith or beliefs. Memorial Day, should point back to AL
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remember His acts of salvation and
deliverance. This biblical emphasis on
remembering past events can be
applied to remembering the sacrifices
of fallen soldiers.

SOME Information for this article was obtained (B
through Gemini.




