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May 18, 2025 

Worship 
May 18, 2025 

Call to Worship 
Praise Song– “Made for More” 
Prayer & Lord’s Prayer 
 
Scripture:  Romans 6 
Message: Are You a Slave of 
Righteousness?  
Chris Merkl 
 
Worship Song– “Friend in Jesus” 
 
Intercessory Prayers 
 
Eucharist Song– “God With Us” 
 
Elder’s Prayer 
 
Words of Institution 
 
Distribution of the Elements 
 
Doxology 
Departing Song– “Rise Up” 
 
Blessing 

 Under the Fig Tree ~ 

 

When All Doesn’t Mean All 

 

I got good news and not so good news with my appointment in Denver with my 
neurosurgeon.  My eye is healing, and my sight is returning.  They got all the tumor 
but not necessarily all the cancer.  I may have some in the margins of my eye sock-
et.  They feel reasonably certain they got 95-96% of the cancer and that radiation 
will knock out the rest.   

I wasn’t surprised.  I have been around cancer diagnoses long enough to know this 
is the usual path these things take.  I would be more concerned if they insisted, 
they got it all and I didn’t have to do follow-up radiation.   

Never-the-less I still consider what happened the first week of May to be a miracle 
of Biblical proportions.  On Tuesday April 22nd I had a PET scan which showed 
my remaining tumor to have remained stable with only a little movement and no 
growth.  Things were fine until Thursday when I could sense that something was 
amiss.  I believed my tumor was growing.  Friday morning vision in my right eye 
went dark.  Later that day my ophthalmologist gave me a surprise call to check up 
on me and I told him of my right eye being dark with no light or vision.  He insist-
ed I come immediately to Anschutz.  Friday night until Saturday morning I was 
having scans and tests.  At 10:30 a.m. on Saturday a coordinator for my treatment 
team came to my room to tell me my surgical and oncology team had been meeting 
for two hours and I was scheduled for immediate surgery on the following Tues-
day.  The cancerous tumor in my eye had doubled in little over two days and was 
now the size of a baseball again.  Nobody knew why but they said my cancer was 
not only rare but aggressive and the tumor had to come out.  My team were all 
agreed on this and my neurosurgeon would be performing the surgery with the 
assistance of my ophthalmologist.   

I wasn’t worried or scared.  I was at peace and so was Linda.  We knew this to be 
an answer to prayer and that God was at work in this.  Before there had been un-
certainty and indecision on my team’s part and now there was clarity and unity.  I 
heard from the different doctors through the day, and all confirmed that surgery 
was my best, in fact, my only choice.  Tuesday the 29th I had 3-hour surgery and 
Dr. Yusif; my neurosurgeon came out and reported to my family they got all the 
cancer.  The next day he came to my room and reported the same, but they would 
have to wait for pathology and scans to tell the whole story.  

Now things are a little different and I most likely have a sliver of cancer left in the  
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Lectionary     
Readings 

May 18, 2025 

Acts 11:1-18 

Psalm 148 

Revelation 21:1-6 

John 13:31-35 
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NEW CONCERNS – 

Lew Champ is slowly recovering, but is  
recovering. Keep the prayers coming! 

Gary Mix is failing, fighting his cancer. 

Marsha Lulf had an MRI on 5/06. 

Gene Uhler had a knee replaced back on 4/21. 
He is recouping in Denver. Pray for his  
recovery. 

Lynn Lovell had a double knee replacement 
on 4/30. Pray for his recovery. 

Pastor Julia went to an elbow specialist. 

Ceri Russell, Gene & Nena’s daughter-in-law, 
has had issues with her throat, she has had 
difficulty breathing. She may have subglottic 
stenosis, which is an autoimmune disease, the 
body is attacking healthy cells in her airway 
causing scaring, thus the difficulty with catch-
ing her breath. 

Darren Campbell is really struggling with 
eating, and swallowing, since the radiation 
treatments. He also has no taste. Please  
continue to pray for Darren. 

 

DEMENTIA & ALZHEIMER’S – 
Please pray for everyone who is dealing with 
declining memory and Alzheimer’s. 

 

CANCER – 

Jeanne Klemt, Grace Dixon, Alizar Chavez 

Mendoza, Lew Champ, Darren Campbell,  
Kelley McBride-Hartman, Keith Hobson,  
Gary Mix, Kyle Bean, Phyllis McBride,  
Dean Meharg, Randy Richards 

OUR CHURCH –  
Pray for the transition team, elders, and all 
those who will be guiding our church into the 
next phase of her life.  

GRIEF –  
Please pray for Bill & Pat McReynolds, their 
nephew, Brian McReynolds, who was in his 
40s, passed away on Sunday, May 4. He was 
barely in hospice for cancer. Please pray for 
the family, who do not know the Lord. No 
service is planned. 

JOY –  
Jackson Carson was baptized on Sunday 
5/04!!  His father, Jason, did the baptism!!  
Peni is thrilled! 

CONTINUING PRAYERS –  
Elton Leckler 
Christa Barber 
Eric & Erin Lovell 
Adrian Rodriguez 
Leo Sonnenberg 
Tom Helbert 
Tracey & Bobby 
Dee Holland  
Mike Bowers 
Carol Graybill 
Adrianna 
Maxine McFarland 
Gene Uhler 
Carole Wohlers 

Prayer 
Intercessors  

Meet every  
Sunday morning 

at 9:00 am 

This Sunday,  

May 18 
 

Scripture:  Romans 6 

Message: Are You a Slave of 

Righteousness?  

Chris Merkl 
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margins.  However, the team is once again agreed, following a tumor board hearing that 
radiation is the next course of treatment.  I am confident that God is still very much at 
work, and I am going to be completely delivered from this cancer. 

The miracle has nothing to do with me or my worthiness to be healed.  My faith is now 
unwavering, and I praise God often, but all glory goes to God.  So many were praying for 
me in churches everywhere.  I had heavenly sized host praying for me so give prayer and 
God the glory.  Great things he has done.  Praise Him, praise Him, praise Him.  Let your 
love and gratefulness be magnified and never lose faith.  God answers prayer, still works 
miracles today, and holds each of us in the palm of His hand. 

 

 Lew 



First Christian 
Church 

Our Mission—To make more 
and better Christians for the 
sake of the world. 

Our Vision—We seek to be a 
faithful Christian community 
with a deep love for God and 
others. 

Date Usher Preparing  
Deacon 

Elder 

May 18 Della Williams Peni Carson Nena Russell 

May 25 Della Williams Peni Carson Lynn Lovell 

SERVING SCHEDULE  

5/20 Elijah Russell 

5/23 Hannah Schreyer 

5/31 Marv & Pam 

  Ferdig 
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We will continue to  
collect boxes of pasta,  

as it is a hot commodity 
for the FRC. 

As our box fills up,  
we will to take it down  

to the Resource Center 
and do it again! 

Thank you to all who 
have contributed pasta. 

 
 
 
The Mission Table is to show love 
to our neighbors at Broadway 
Plaza, to connect with people 
who frequent this area, and to 
share Christ’s love with a smile,  
a cold beverage, conversation, 
and prayer. 
 
A table, chairs, and a table cloth 
will be provided. It will be your 
job to bring whatever you choose 
to serve, as long as you think it is 
the best. The best lemonade, the 
best iced tea, the best PB&J  
Sandwiches or even the best 
cookies! 

 
 

 
You’ll sit out in front of the 
church and greet people as they 
walk by, give them a nice cold 
beverage, and have a  
conversation. 
 
If you would like to sign up for 
the mission table please do so on 
the sign up sheet located on the 
table by the front door. 
 
The sign up is for May, June, & 
July. We will re-evaluate in July. 
You may sign up for whatever 
suites your schedule. 

THE MISSION TABLE 



 

ANNABELLE   
PADILLA  

 

graduating from  

Sterling High School  

 

Ana signed with  

Northeastern Junior College  

to play Soccer! 

CONNER  
FERDIG  

 

graduating from  

Fountain-Fort Carson  

High School 


